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   SECRETARY’S SCRIBBLES 
1. Probus Centre South Pacific is now Probus South Pacific Ltd.. 

2. Dorothy Crothers has volunteered to do the guest speaker report and be Club Correspondent. 

3. Probus Travel Insurance is now available for travel between 1/12/2011 and 30/11/2012. 

4. PLEASE BRING TO THE NOVEMBER MEETING AN UNWRAPED ITEM SUITABLE FOR 

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON GIFT SESSION. 

5. Next Committee Meeting Wed 9th 2pm at Bendigo Neighborhood House. 

6. A new member will be inducted at the November meeting !  

 

PRESIDENT’S PIECE 
I was privileged to be with a group of Probians who were taken on a conducted tour of the Bendigo Bank last 
Thursday 20th Oct. 
This outstanding building features some first to be incorporated into a place of this type. 
Such as, under floor air conditioning brings fresh air through ducts in the floor and the used air leaving through 
the ceiling. 
Automatic blinds combined with the lighting to give the workers the best of light to work with. 
Rain water is stored in a 10.000 ltr tank on the roof, this is used to water the plants and gardens, also there is a 
recycling plant in the ground floor that recycles the black and grey water back to  
AAA rated water and this is used to flush the toilets, this saves 4.5 million ltr of drinking a year. 
When you enter the building the first thing that you notice is the space and the second is that although there 
860 people working there, there is silence, it must be a wonderful atmosphere to work in. 
At several areas around the work area there are canteens where the staff can make a drink if they wish, and 
take back to their desk. 
There is a big kid’s room set with computers so that the children of the people working there can come after 
school and continue to do their studies. 
The Board room is state of the arts set up where the Board members can get together with others all over Aus-
tralia, via the internet, a great saving in travel. 
We all enjoyed the tour, and a nice Chinese lunch to finish off, GREAT!! 
Now the next thing we will enjoy is our Christmas lunch, looking forward to seeing you all there, 7th December.  

 

Regards  and Thanks  

President Ray Fitzgerald 

Guest Speaker Report 
The guest speaker at our October meeting was Terry Kelly from Centrelink Financial Information Service. This service is to help people 

make the best use of their financial resources. It is a free service and available to everyone. 
Terry provides information on how to be eligible for Aged Pensions. This covers the best way to use your investments and be eligible for 

a full or part pension. Claiming a pension has been streamlined and updated, so you may be eligible now if you weren’t before. Terry also 

talked about the various Concession Cards and what each one entitled the holder to. 

The Probians  were  most interested in the talk and learnt more about Centrelink. Terry might have had some inquiries  as a result of this 

talk.                                          

 Dorothy Crothers 



MORNING COFFEE AND CHAT GROUP   

Thursday 10th November at the Beechworth Bakery  10.30am All members, partners and friends welcome! 

Come and join the laughter and chatter !!   

Luncheon For Members, Partners and Friends. 
The  November Luncheon  is to be held at   RSL CLUB, at 12.30pm following the General Meeting on 

Wednesday  16th Nov. Come and join us!! It is great fellowship in a relaxed atmosphere and the food is 

delicious and non expensive !! 

If you are not a regular, please inform Dorothy of your intention to participate no later than Monday 17th. 

October. Any regulars who are not available please ring also. Phone Dorothy: 5443 2642. This helps to book 

for the correct number.  

 
LONERS GROUP   

Those members (and that includes ladies and widows of members) on their own are invited to join the regulars 

for dinner at the Bendigo Club every Thursday at 6pm. Table is booked in either Arthur Eaton or Ian Ben-

nett’s name. Give Arthur or Ian a ring if you intend joining any week to give it a try !   
 

COMPUTING WORKSHOP  Is now in recession for a few months so that we can all enjoy the 
summer weather and lovely daylight hours. Computer help can still be had from Mike just 

ring him. 
COMPUTING FOR RAW BEGINERS : The meeting dates are on the following Wednesday 
mornings from 10am till 12 noon:- Nov 9th,  23rd & 30th. PLEASE NOTE CHANGES!  
 
SUNDAY BREAKFAST: Again due to popular demand put Sunday 6th November 9 a.m. in 
your diary for a $12 a head Full Buffet Breakfast at The All Seasons, McIvor Road.  Com-
ments/suggestions/bookings to Denise 54493925. 

 

BOWLS GROUP: Had a good day at our bowls day on the Eaglehawk Bowls club, after a couple of little hic-

cups, we finished up with two teams playing pairs, and every one was happy. At the finish of the day the result 

was that two of our teams won and two lost, and we went down by 18 shots, which for us is a pretty good re-

sult, Chas Smith was our winning rink.. 

Chas Smith, Barb Smith, won 5 shots up, won best rink on ends, 

N Bruhn P Brooks D Laity won 5 shots up, 

R Fitzgerald, J Fitzgerald, B Coghlan, Lost by 7 shots, 

A Eaton, B Redmond, lost by 13 shots, 

Z Hughes, J Griffin, R Hughes, lost by 8 shots. 

 

We play South Bendigo on the 22 of November, casual dress, 9:30 start, 3 bowl triples  

 

Bowls day at South Bendigo , 22nd November. 

Casual dress, 9:30 for cuppa and chat, 10:00 start, finish 11:45, 3 bowl triples. 

Team  Skip   Third   Lead 

R Fitzgerald  J Fitzgerald  M Watt 

N Bruhn   P Brooks   D Laity 

A Eaton   B Redmond  R Barty 

Chas Smith  Barb Smith  B Hargrave 

A Court  Z Hughes   R Hughes. 

If you cannot play on that day, would you Please let me know, so that I can arrange for some one else  
 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

 
ATTENDANCE FIGURES: 

2009   Jan 38;   Feb 43;   Mar 41;   Apr 41;  May 41;  Jun 46;  Jul 42;  Aug 42;  Sep 39;  Oct 43;  Nov 40.    

2010   Jan 35;   Feb 43;   Mar 38;   Apr 34;  May 45;  Jun 44;  Jul 47;  Aug 43;  Sep 46;  Oct 52;  Nov 51.        

2011   Jan 43;   Feb 52;   Mar 50;   Apr 46;  May  50; Jun 54;  Jul 48;  Aug 45;  Sep 59;  Oct 53 

                                              LETS MAKE NOVEMBER SIXTY +   !!!!!!!!! 

 



Bendigo District Probus Meetings 
Club    Date  Venue       Time 
Sandhurst   1st Wed Bendigo Club, Reception Ave   9.30am 
Eaglehawk  2nd Mon California Gully Mechanics Institute  10am 
Bendigo Ladies  2nd Wed Bendigo & District RSL Havilah Road  10am 
Kangaroo Flat  2nd Wed K Flat senior Citizens    10am 
Strathfieldsaye  2nd Thu Uniting Church Hall Strathfieldsaye  10am 
Golden Square  3rd Thu Abundant Life CC McKenzie Street  9.30am 
White Hills  4th Tue Bendigo & District RSL Havilah Road  10am 
Strathdale   4th Wed Bendigo Club, Reception Ave   10am 
Spring Gully  4th Thu Bendigo Club, Reception Ave   10am 

 

14 days Fiji & South Pacific Roundtrip 

From Sydney 
This itinerary features a 14-day cruise with 8 ports of call, including 

visits to Lifou, Fiji, and Noumea. Meals and entertainment are inclu-

sive. 

Ship: Sea Princess Voyage Departure Port:Sydney, Australia 

SIX PROBIANS HAVE ALREADY BOOKED AND TWO MORE 

ARE POSSIBLE PARTICIPANTS! 

FOR MORE DETAILS CONTACT MIKE OR DENISE WATT 

 
Departure Date Mini-Suite/Suite Balcony Oceanview Oceanview Obstructed Interior  
Monday, Feb 06, 2012  N/A             $2,698.00    $2,398.00           $2,198.00               $1,798.00  

Incl AIR fromMelbourne  N/A                $2,978.00      $2,678.00                $2,478.00                      $2,078.00   

Government Fees and Taxes in above fares: $96.55 Currency: AUD 

                                                           **************** 
SICK LIST: Our thoughts and prayers  are with those members not enjoying the best of health, 
            and we wish them a speedy recovery.  

 **************** 
"Church Howlers'" :- (Thanks to Probus Club Of Sandhurst)  

The Fasting and Prayer Conference includes meals.  

The sermon this morning - 'Jesus walks on water', The sermon tonight - 'Searching for Jesus'.  

Ladies - do not forget the rummage sale - It's a chance to get rid of those things not worth keeping - bring your  

hubbies!  

Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our community, smile at someone who is hard to love - say 'Hell'  

to someone who does not care much about you!  

Do not let worry kill you off - let the Church help.  

Next Thursday there will be try-outs for the Choir - they need all the help they can get!  

Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married last Saturday in our Church - so ends a friendship that began in 

their schooldays.  

At tonight's service, the sermon topic will be 'What is Hell' - come early to hear our Choir!  

Please leave your donation in the envelope, along with the deceased person you want remembered.  

Potluck supper on Sunday at 5pm - prayer and medication to follow.  

Low Self Esteem Group meets Thursday at 7pm - Please use the back door.  

Weight Watchers meets at 7pm - 'Please use the large double doors at the side entrance.  

The Associate Minister unveiled the Church's new financial plan last Sunday with this slogan - "I Upped my  

pledge - Up Yours"  

This evening at 7pm, there will be hymn singing in the park - Bring a blanket and prepare to sin!!  

http://www.princess.com/learn/ships/cp/
http://www.princess.com/find/excursion/exlistfordestination.page?portid=SYD&exType=S
javascript:openMetaDescription('cp')
javascript:openMetaDescription('cp')
javascript:openMetaDescription('cp')
javascript:openMetaDescription('cp')
javascript:openMetaDescription('cp')


RHUBARB AND APPLE RELISH 
 

SERVES  10  Preparation Time: 15 mins. Cooking Time: 20 mins 

 
700g Chopped Rhubarb 

3    Large Green Apples, peeled and finely chopped. 

2   Medium Onions, finely chopped. 

3   Small red chillies, finely chopped. 
1   Cup sultanas. 

1   Tablespoon mustard sauce. 

1   Teaspoon sea salt 
3 1/2   Cups white granulated sugar. 

1 3/4   Cups white wine vinegar. 

 
Place all the ingredients in a heavy based pot. Bring to a simmer and cook un-

covered for 20 minutes or until thickened, stirring occasionally. Pour into hot 

sterilised jars and seal.  ENJOY !    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR AUSTRALIAN RESIDENTS 

AUD $99.00   Domestic travel within Australia per person per trip.      AUD $200.00 Worldwide travel from Australia  per person 
                       Excluding Norfolk Island                                                                        per trip Including Norfolk Island 

AUD $99.00  Travel from Australia to New Zealand per person per trip. 
                            (Direct to New Zealand, no other destinations permitted) 



 
MINUTES OF THE 287th GENERAL MEETING OF THE PROBUS CLUB OF BENDIGO Inc. HELD AT THE 

BENDIGO MASONIC CENTRE WEDNESDAY 19th October 2011  

 
The General Meeting was opened at 10am by President RAY FITZGERALD in the chair.  
 
VALE: Members observed 1 minutes silence in memory of Frank O’Connell a member since May 1993. 
 
ATTENDANCE & APOLOGIES: A total of 52 members and 1 guest (James Berry) attended & were welcomed by Pres. Ray. Apologies were 
recorded from 10 members: J.Aitken, I.Bennett,  E.Bruhn, B & T.Chenery, N.Christie, B.Clemens, A.Coghlan, A.Cowling, A.Fisher, N.Gillies, 
B.Hargrave, K.Holland, Z.Hughes, J.Kelly, M.McDonald, K.Proud, J.Sanderson,   

CONFIRMATION: The minutes of the preceding meeting were confirmed as distributed. Moved by the Secretary, seconded by Ern Holland,  
Carried.  
MATTERS ARISING: Nil  

CORRESPONDENCE:  

IN:   

         Seven monthly Bulletins from local clubs. Tabled and extracts In Probe where appropriate. 

         Email advising Probus Centre South Pacific Inc. is now PROBUS SOUTH PACIFI Ltd..  

OUT 
Nil.  

 
REPORTS:  
Treasurer 's Report: DON RIDGE reported on the financial statement from 1st September  to 31st September 2011 as follows:  
General Account: (Total Receipts $405.00) (Total Expenditure $328.16) Account Balance $1854.25  
Tours / Activities: (Total Receipts $740.00) (Total Expenditure $Nil)       Account Balance $3577.37  
Cash at Bank – Cheque a/c $2681.62 Deposit a/c 2750.00  
The financial report was received and approved. Moved by the Treasurer, seconded Ern Holland, carried.  

 

Welfare Officer: Peter Randall gave an update on those of our members currently on the sick list..  
 
Members Luncheon Dorothy Crothers reported that the luncheons in future would be held at one of three locations, The Bendigo RSL, The 
Foundry and The Bendigo Club as they were the best well equipped to deal with our numbers in a timely and efficient manner.  
 
Loners Group ARTHUR EATON invited any single member to join their group for dinner at The Bendigo Club every  
Thursday at 6.00pm. 
 

Computing Workshop/Probe/Website Last computing workshop for this year will be Monday 21st November. The Raw Beginners class will 
meet Wed 9th, 23rd and 30th November at 10am to 12 noon, PLEASE NOTE THESE ALTERED DATES! The new Probe format is a big time 
saver and Barry Hargrave has volunteered to help Mike with printing/folding etc. each month. Nil to report on the website except a helper still re-
quired for monthly update training. 
 
Coffee/Chat Group and Badger DENISE WATT reported that 14 members attended the Beechworth Bakery on the Thursday 13th October and an 
enjoyable time was had by all. Next date is THURSDAY 10th November 10.30am.  Denise also reminded members that the  second Sunday Break-
fast is to be held on  Sunday 6th November at The All Seasons, only $12 for a full Buffet Breakfast. 

 
Tours/Trips Report ARTHUR EATON reported in great detail, on Trips & Entertainment for the coming months. Full details in Probe. Arthur 
moved "that all tours, Trips & Entertainment details as listed in the Club’s monthly "Probe" publication be accepted as authorized by the member-
ship". Seconded by Ern Holland, carried.  
 
President Ray thanked all those giving reports.  
 

GENERAL BUSINESS  

Nil 
 

STEWARDS: B.Michelsen, M.Miller, B.O’Brien, R.Pollock, P.Randall, B.Redmond.  
 

CLOSE: There being no further business, President RAY declared the meeting closed at 10-49 am.  

 

CONFIRMED…………………………………………………….President 16th November 2011 

 

                                                           **************** 
SICK LIST: Our thoughts and prayers  are with those members not enjoying the best of health, 
and we wish them a speedy recovery.  
BIRTHDAYS :  Have a great day ! 

NOVEMBER   NOVEMBER (Cont.)  DECEMBER 

2nd Thelma Chenery  10th Alf Ryall   4th Ken Gloster  23rd Barry Coghlan 

3rd Arthur Eaton  18th Clare Bird   9th Carmel Thomson 26th Alan Court 

3rd Chas Smith   22nd Noel Bruhn   10th Ron Pollock  28th Ian Nixon 

7th George Himsworth  25th Rob Watkins   12th Hugh Ward 

8th Bruce Perrin   28th Bryan Clemson  17th    Bill Clemens 



           

 

 

 

 

     President: Ray Fitzgerald                                                              Treasurer: Don Ridge 

                                 Phone 5447 3555                                                                              Phone 5443 1764 
                                 Email rayftz@gmail.com                                                                 Email rdigesofkara@bigpond.com 

                                      

                                         Secretary: Mike Watt  Phone 5449 3925  Email secretary@probusclubofbendigo.com.au 

All correspondence addressed to The Secretary  Mike Watt, Probus Club of Bendigo, PO Box 1379, Bendigo 3552 

 

WEB SITE: www.probusclubofbendigo.com.au 

Our General Meeting is held on the third Wednesday of each month, except December,  

at 10 am at the Masonic Centre Mc Ivor Rd , Bendigo 

 

Information given in this bulletin is to be kept  private and confidential and may only be 

used within the confines of  Probus and shall not be used for any other purpose. 
 

Editor: Mike Watt  Phone 5449 3925 Email  mjwatt@dodo.com.au 

 

  «Title» «Given Name» «Surname» 

 

«address1» 

 

«address2» 
 

«postcode» 

 

The Speaker for the 16th November is . 
Bendigo Community Telco.              

 Stewards: SIX Members will be chosen at the meeting!  
(No excuse now for not attending.)  

Items for the next PROBE must be submitted to the Editor  no later than:  

Friday 2nd December 

Mike Watt Ph 5449 3925 or email mjwatt@dodo.com.au 

THERE WILL BE A DECEMBER PROBE BUT NO GENERAL MEETING 

NEXT MORNING COFFEE AND CHAT GROUP   
Thursday 10th  November at the Beechworth Bakery  10.30am 

All members, partners and friends welcome!  

mailto:mjwatt@dodo.com.au
mailto:mjwatt@dodo.com.au
mailto:mjwatt@dodo.com.au


 

SPRING GULLY/PROBUS CLUB OF BENDIGO – TRIP TO MLBOURNE  MON 14TH NOV 2011 
TRAMBOAT CRUISE SPECIALS – HERRING ISLAND & BEYOND - Seniors $40.00/person 

Travel by Train: (Use Free or Concessions) Depart: 7.45am Train. Return: 3.15pm Ex Melb. 

We sail up the Yarra to Herring Island where we stop for approx 40 mins, then proceed on to Hawthorn. 

On the return trip a lunch of gourmet sandwiches is provided. Duration of Cruise: Approx 3.5 hours.       
Following arrival at Southern Cross Rail Station (Melbourne): 

Exit Rail Station into Spencer St. Turn left. Walk up Spencer St.–Cross over at Bourke St. corner. Pick up Tram No 86 on 

Corner of Bourke and Spencer Streets **Trams run frequently 
Tram will turn (Right) into Spencer St. and take us to the End of the Line” Stop D.11 (App. 5 - 10 mins) 

** Walk towards the “White Tent Like Structure,” and beyond it to the Quay (approx 150 metres.) 

(20) Bookings/Confirmed/Payment received from : (20) Bookings received from & confirmed for:  

C.Adams (2), G. Bloomfield (1), R. Chenery (2), A. Eaton (1), N.Gillies (1), E. Holland (2), B.Mc.Grath (2), 

R. Michel (1), M. Miller (1), R. Pollock (1) H. Ward(1) M. Watt (2), J. White (1), R. Watkins (2) , C. Thom-

son (1)  
 

CAPITAL THEATRE - BENDIGO TUESDAY 13th DECEMBER, 2011. 

GASLIGHT THEATRE XMAS SHOW: At 11.00am (Report 10.15am for Cuppa & chat.)  

12.30pm: Lunch (Own Cost) at “The Rifle Brigade Hotel.” – just over road from Theatre 

(35 tickets) Theatre Cost (Subsidised)$10/person. Group Booking secured at the Hotel 

Bookings received from: C.Adams (2), I. Bennett (1), C. Binks (1), C. Bird (1), B. Coghlan (2),  

A. Crothers (2), K. Crouch (1), T. Dingle (1), A. Eaton (1), N.Gillies (1), K. Gloster (2), J. Goodrich (1), 

G. Himsworth (2), E. Holland (2), D. Laity ((2), M. Miller (1), R. Pollock (1), K. Proud (2), W. Redmond (1), 

D. Ridge (2), H. Ward(1),  M. Watt (2), R. Watkins (2), J. White (1), Emergency C. Thomson (1)  

 .  

WEDNESDAY 7th DECEMBER, 2011 – ANNUAL PROBUS XMAS LUNCHEON 

In Platinum Room At Foundry Hotel Complex High St Golden Square (11.30am for 12 Noon.)

WEDNESDAY 7th DECEMBER, 2011 – ANNUAL PROBUS XMAS LUNCHEON 

In Platinum Room At Foundry Hotel Complex High St Golden Square (11.30am for 12 Noon.) 

Cost: $30.00/person Includes: Two Course Luncheon, Many Door Prizes.  

A considered and most interesting program will be prepared. The Committee would appreciate the assistance 

of the members with “donations of items suitable for Door Prizes.”  ** (Ern Holland will receive the dona-

tions at November Meeting) 

President Ray Fitzgerald and the Committee seek your support, be sure to come, enjoy fellowship of Probus  

(70) Bookings received: *** Additional bookings invited – bring along a friend. *** 

C.Adams (2), I. Bennett (1), G.Biles (2), C.Binks(1), G.Bloomfield (1), P. Brooks (1), E. Bruhn (1), 

N.Bruhn (2), M.Caul;field (1), R.Chenery (2), K.Coles (2), A.Court(1), K.Crouch (1), A. Crothers (2), B. 

Clemson (2) T.Dingle (1), R. Fitzgrerald (2), A. Eaton (2), N.Gillies (1), J.Goodrich (1), B.Hall (1), J. Hardy 

(2), G. Himsworth (3), Holland. E. (2), R. Michell (1), M. Miller (1), B. Mc.Grath (2),  

J.McDonald (2), B. O’Brien (2), R.Pollock (1), K. Proud (2), P. Randall (2), W. Redmond (2),  

R. Reynolds (2), D. Ridge (2), C. Smith (2), A. Stephens (2), C. Thomson (1), P.Thornton (2),  

Y. Wallace (1), H.Ward (1), R. Watkins (2), M. Watt (2), J.White (1), W.Winzar (1),  

PAYMENTS DUE: At Wed. 16th November Meeting. Please tender correct amount. 

             

   Bendigo Ladies Probus Club TOUR TO MORNINGTON PENINSULA  

MONDAY 20TH FEBRUARY TO FRIDAY 24TH FEBRUARY, 2012 

COST: $655 Per Person – Twin Share – Single Supp: Add $40/night **(10) Vacancies. ** 

Seat Belt equipped Coach – Pick Up: Bendigo Rail Station at 8am Monday 20th Feb. 

Price Includes: * 4 Nights Quality 4 Star Accommodation at Harbour Motor Inn 
Payments By Cheque: Made Payable to Bendigo Ladies Probus Club. 

Deposit of $55.00 due by 16th November Balance due 1st December, 2011:  

For this Tour: Enquiries to: Brenda Dohnt (Bendigo Ladies) Phone: 5442 1943 

                           

             

                    TRIPS ENQUIRIES: To Tours Organiser: Arthur Eaton. Phone: 5443 9162 


