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Last month the guest speaker was introduced by Herb Hesse andwas Kane Weeks. He

was the replacement for the advertised speaker who had othercommitments.

Shane is a Parks Victoria ranger who is involved with the Greater Bendigo National

Park. This is not a new area, but it is the amalgamation of existing parks. It includes the

Whipstick and Kamarooka State Parks, as well as One Tree HillRegional Park,

Mandurang State Forest and Sandhurst State Forest. Together with the Bendigo Regional

Park it almost surrounds the City of Bendigo, making Bendigo"the city within a park".

In Kamarooka and Whipstick there are tracts of Mallee vegetation called "Whipstick

Scrub" and stands of BoxlIronbark forests. Mandurang and Sandhurst are renowned as

coppice regrowth forests and grassy woodland understorey.

One Tree Hill is known for colourful wildflower displays with waxflowers, orchids

and wattle besides offering panoramic views of the city and surrounding bushland.
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The Park is home for much fauna as well as the above flora. It has perhaps the greatest

concentration of songbirds in the country. It is home also toechidnas, wallabies, grey

kangaroos and other animals.

Kane has a wide experience of Park ranging. He worked in the Barmah National Park

and also had a spell working in Canadian National Parks. The flora and fauna in Canada

are very different from those in Victoria, especially the animals. Transport too is often

very different.

Kane's descriptions of the Parks, illustrated by slides, was very interesting. Brian

Armstrond expressed our appreciation and made the usual presentation.

9ickne~~
Ron Stanistreet has been sick and is now in rehabilitation atthe Anne Caudle Centre.

The gecretcny.'~ Rem~r~
Bob is compiling the next Membership Book and asks that any changes of address be

presented to him following the meeting, if not before.

He points out an editorial error in the April and May Probes. The annual subscription

is now $25.

Bob has received, from some unknown member, a brand new club bowls shirt, and

wishes to dispose of it.

He has an ample supply of nomination forms for prospective members which he is

anxious to deplete. It is up to members to do the recruiting.

T w o m e n w e re d in in g to g e th e r in a re s ta u ra n t a n d

w h e n th e y a s k e d th e w a itre s s fo r th e c h e q u e s h e s a id

"D o y o u w a n t th e m s e p a ra te o r to g e th e r? "

O n e o f th e m e n s a id

"S e p a ra te p le a s e "

S h e tu rn e d to th e o th e r a n d s a id

"D o y o u w a n t y o u rs s e p a ra te to o ? "
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~11?9 INfORMATION;
Prepared: Wed. 3/6/04 by Tours Organiser Arthur Eaton (54439162)

Copy Richard Cambridge Printers:

For publication in Wed 16th June, 2004 "PROBE."ZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA2 1 1 th E d it io n
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LITTLE DESERT TOUR: Thes 21st to Thurs 23rd September. (3 Days/2Nights)

Staying at Little Desert Lodge (Near Nhill in Victoria.)H ave yo u seen T V A d ve r t?

Maximum: (40) Current Bookings: (42)DCBA* * * Em e rg en c ie s req u ired .

COST: $264.00IPerson. Includes: Road Coach, Accommodation (En Suite), All

Meals, Entrance Fees.S in g le S u p p lem en t: (If room on own, add $40.00/person.)

The Little Desert Nature Lodge is a peaceful retreat locatedon the edge of the Little

Desert National Park. The Lodge offers comfortable facilities, warm hospitality and a

memorable environmental experience. Set in natural bushland of 117 hectares and

managed since 1976 by local "living treasure" Whimpey Reichelt, share in his

knowledge and passion for the Little Desert. Our stay includes much variety.

On Day 1: Some free time, at 8.00pm we are taken on a guided "Nocturnal Walk," see

the nocturnal creatures of the bush including Sugar Gliders, Bettongs and Sone-Curlews,

listen to the many sounds of the night.

Day 2: A comfortable 4 WD Tour; we see many varieties of SpringWildflowers, as

well as birds & animals which inhabit the unique Little Desert Environment. We have

lunch in the bush with "billy tea". After dinner Whimpey willshow a Video Presentation

"Whimpey's World - Little Desert Flora& Fauna" with particular focus on the Malley

Fowl bird. (An excellent video.)

Day 3: At 9.00am, after breakfast we depart for a tour of the Mallee Fowl Sanctuary, a

protected habitat which provides a rare opportunity to see these mound building birds in

the wild. A Light Lunch will be provided prior to our departure from the Lodge at 12

Noon. T h is w i l l b e a n exce l le n t tr ip , w ith m u ch o f in te re s t fo r a l l ,a n d ta ken a t a re la xed ,

le isu re ly p a ce .

LIST: Again available at meeting Wed 16th June.

* * FULL PAYMENTS: At meeting 21st July.
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PROBUS CLUB OF BENDIGO

ml1? TO CANlreRRAZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

5 D A Y /4 NIGHTS

MONDAY 22nd TO FRIDAY 26th NOVEMBER, 2004

B a sed o n M in im um o f(3 5 ) to tra ve l. M a x :(49) C u r ren t: (4 2 )DCBA
* * Deposits of $SO.OO/person at 16th June meeting please.

* * COST: $457.00 per person (Twin Share)
* * A Single Supplement of $140 would applyif request for a room on own.)

* * Cost includes: A ll C o a ch tra ve l, d in n e r , b ed & b rea k fa s t, e n tra n ce fees a n d

L u n ch es o n d a ys 2 ,3 ,4 .

* * T he I t in e ra ry in c lu d es v is i ts / to u rs to : R o ya l A u s tra l ia n Min t, N a tio n a l C a p ita l

E xh ib i t io n , 'S o u th e rn C ro ss . C ru ise , C o ck in g to n G reen , P ar l iam en t H o u se , A u s tra l ia n

W a r M em o r ia l , S c reen So u n d A u s tra l ia , H ig h C ou r t, N a t io n a lG a l le r y , D eep Spa ce

C om p le x . W e w il l v is i t M t. A in s lee fo r su p e rb v iew s o f th e C ity a n d o n e even in g b e ta ken

to T e ls tra T ow e r to see th e n ig h t l ig h ts o f C a n b e r ra . D u r in g tra ve l en ro u te w e w il l see

th e D og o n th e T u cke r B o x a n d v is i t R u sco n i 's M a rb le M a s te rp ie ce n ea r G un d a g ia .

* * T he 5D ay /4 N ig h t C a n b e r ra T o u r I t in e ra ry , (w h ic h m a y b e am end ed to su it .) w i l l

b e a va i la b le fo r y o u r p e ru sa l/su g g es t io n s a g a in a t m ee tin go n W edn esd a y 1 6 th Ju n e .

* * D E PO S IT S : $ 5 0 .0 0 p e r p e rso n a t W edn esd a y 1 6 th Ju n e M ee tin g plea se .

* * B A LA N C E /F IN A L P A YM EN T : a t W edn esd a y 1 5 th S ep 't M ee tin g .

* * F u r th e r b o o k in g s a re req u ired fo r th is T o u r in o rd e r to ca te rfo r a n y ca n ce l la t io n s ,

(w e ca n ta ke u p to(49 p e rso n s )

* * I seek th e su p p o r t o f m em be rs , F r ie n d s o f P ro b u s M em be rs a re in v i te d to jo in th is

tr ip .

* * M em be rs o f o th e r P ro b u s C lu b s a re a lso w e lc om e to p a r t ic ip a te .

T o u rs O rg a n ise r A r th u r E a to n . F o r in q u ir ie s te le p h o n e : 54439162
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