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A Special General meeting is held every 3rd Wednesday of eachmonth at 9.30am at the Masonic Centre,

McIvor Rd, Bendigo.

All correspondence to be addressee! to The Secretary, Bob Chenery, 49 Emmett Street Golden Square 3555.

Tour organiser and Activities Co-ordinator Arthur Eaton, 4Maxwell Cresent, BendigocbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAPhone:S4439162 .

The Guest Speaker at this month's meeting is John McLean the
C.E.O. of the Council of the City of Greater Bendigo.
The subject of his talk has not been·revealed so far.

The Guest Speaker at the November meeting was Mrs Nora Stubbsof the R.A.C.V., she was introduced by Murray McDonald.

The Royal Automobile Club of Victoria was 100 years old in 2004, and provides a good deal of assistance to the motorists of Victoria

not just in the home state. but with arrangements with similar organisauons in otherstales. Many of our members must have benefited

from the assistance of the R.A.C.V. in any manner of different ways.

Nora's main theme was aimed at our age group, to this end she had available a number of different manuals and handbooks and she

emphasised the nature of problems which have particular relevance to "Seniors" such as health, mobility, vision, alertness with

suggestions about strategies to overcome them. One very useful technique is to plan routesi~ town to elimate right hand turns.

Much of this is explained in the Older Drivers Handbook. Although when you read it you immediately think it is common sensethe

booklet makes you aware of it.

After the talk the speaker was thanked by President Alan who made the usual presentation.

VALE
With profound regret we record the death of Olive Downey, tbewidow of Ray, our first President.

Also Jean Bennett tbe wife of Tan Bennett.

Best wishes are extended to the following members who will becelebrating their birthday in the coming months.

F E B R U A R Y 2 0 0 5 M A R C H 2 0 0 5

02 Tom Roberts 84 02 Peter Randall 71

05 Jack Watts 89 17 John Sanderson 81

06 Cyril Slade 83 19 Gordon Glover 88

18 John Hardy 81 23 Ray Fitzgerald 83

25 Cliff Neivandt 79 23 Jim Harrison 83

26 Ken Proud 84 25 Jim Aitken 80

Congratulations to aU of above.

Note: If you do not wish your birthday published in the "Probe" please advise the Secretary.
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" I t 's a fac t" (sa id the Secre ta ry ).

"D o you rea lise tha t due to the te lev is ion be ing so du ll thesepast few m on ths tha t the ch ild ren

a re now do ing the hom ew ork" .

"N ow adays, w hen you get r igh t dO W Il to b rass tacks, they 're plastic ."

"D oub le occupancy ... m eans tha t tw o can stay as cheap ly as one, w ho has to pay doub leif he 's a lone" .

BON ZA
CANBERRA TRIPS REFUNDSonmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

In order to cover all costs of this trip, if late cancellations were received, Arthur, in his wisdom "built in" a financial buffer.

Refunds (folding money) will be made by Arthur at tbe meetingof 19th January, 2005. Signatures will be required!! Don't delay!!

PRELIMINARY NOTICE: Members arc reminded that the Club's Annual Meeting will be held at 9.30 am on Wednesday,

16th march, 2005. All positions in the Club will be declared vacant at the Meeting and members are invited to apply to any position.

In addition, the Club may be seeking volunteer!s to fill positions other than the Conunittee and your indicatioo on the nominatioo

form is invited.

Nomination forms are enclosed within this issue of "Probe".Completed nomination forms are to be in the hands of the Secretary

prior to Wednesday, 9th March, 2005. (seven days prior to tbeA.G.M.).

Further blank copies of the nomination forms are available from the Secretary upon request.

Bob Chenery ... SECRETARY.

DISCUSSION PAPER

PROBUS CLUB CONSTITUTION PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
About every 3 years the Probus Centre· South Pacific loc. (p.C.S.P.) make a Constitutional review following changes to laws, court

rulings, incident experiences etc. All Probus clubs has been asked to discuss a number of amendments and report to PCSP before the

end of January 2005, using a special form held by the Secretary.

To pass any of the amended proposals will require a 75% written agreement of the total number of Clubs.

It should be noted that the Probus Club of Bendigo does not solely use the PCSP standard club constitution. On 15 October, 1998

our club confirmed an amalgamation of RulesGFEDCBA& By-laws and the Standard Constitution to form our present Club Constitution.

Below is an abridged version of the amendment proposals and the Secretary has appended his personal comments to assist discussion

only.

It is suggested that this discussion should be held during our General Meeting in January 2005.

PROPOSAL. 1. Subscriptions· Delete the words "and other contributions."

COMMENT. 1. Our wording (para 17) appears not to require any cbange. (Quote 17) "Members of the Club shaJJ pay an

annual subscription as determined by the Annual Meeting.

"Recommend ... "OBJECT TO CHANGE".

PROPOSAL. 2.

COMMENT. 2.

PROPOSAL. 3.

COMMENT. 3.

PROPOSAL. 4.

COMMENT. 4.

Membership - Delete the words "sponsored by two members of the Club".

Our wording (para 5(d» "Applicants for membership must be sponsored by two members of the Club and

approved by the Management Committee."

Recommended ... "OBJECT TO CHANGE".

By-Laws - Replace the word "may" with the word "shall".

Our wording (para 23) " .... sucb rules may be amended from time to time as provided therein." Acceptance

of the word "shall" would mean continual periodic amendments.

Recommended ... "OBJECT TO CHANGE".

Membership - Replace the word "fifty" with the word "seveotyfive".

Our wording (para 5(b» "Membership shall be contingent uponattendance at regular general meetings of

not less than fifty percent in any Probus year, subject to leave of absence in cases of illness or any other

reasonable g r o u n d s " , This rule of 50% has not been reforced for some years. To raiseit to 75% appears

very harsh. Recommended ... "OBJECT TO CHANGE".

Meetings - Remove the words "twenty five" and replace with the word "fifty".

Our wording (l5(c)) "A quorum at a General Meeting shall be twenty five percent of the membership

excluding hooourary members". Over the past 12 months our attendance at General Meeting has been 55%

to 60%. To change from 25% to 50% may well at some future time, mean a meeting cancellation. Our Club

could be cutting things "too close to the bone". Recommended... "OBJECT TO CHANGE".

Bob Chenery (Secretary - Probus Club of Bendigo) 17 November, 2004.

PROPOSAL. S.

COMMENT.S.

All members to vote on adoption or otherwise at the January meeting.
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Host Club

PROBUS CLUB OF BENDIGO - BENDIGO & DISTRICT OF BENDIGO

Venue

Date

Start time

Trophies

Conditions of play

Catering

Cost

Entry

Probus Club of Bendigo

Bendigo East Bowling Club, Lansell Street, Bendigo. Phone:(03) 5443 5765

Thursday, 17th February, 2005.

Assemble 9.30 am for 10.15 am start

Clubs will compete for championship shield, to be held for one year. This will be decided by the club with

the highest AGGREGATE of wins and shots up over 3 games, Consolation winners will receive Probus

Trophies.

I Teams will comprise of Probus members - Male, female or composite,GFEDCBA! non Probian OK in team.

2 Regulation RVBA or VLBA dress.

3 Each side to consist of 4 teams of four players. The competition is limited to 10 clubs (] 60 players

FIRST IN WlLL APPL Y.l

First game will be 12 ends before lunch two games ofiO ends will be played after lunch followed by

afternoon tea and presentations.

Bendigo East Bowling Club

Total cost $12.50 per player ($50 per team)

Entries close 5pm, Friday, 7th February, 2005. Skippers names only. Entries to Ray Fitzgerald,cbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
2130 Molesworth Road, Kangaroo Flat. Ph: 5447 0680. If emergencies required notify as early as possible.

BO~SNE1lIl'S
The game for December was played Thursday against Bendigo, and resulted in a win for Bendigo, 86-8l. Best rink for Probus.

was T. Trewartha, J. Laidler, E. Waterworth, winning 24 to 12.

There is no game to be played in January, because Bendigo cannot get a team. The next game will be the combined day in

February.

Ray F itzgera ld , B ow ls C o -o rd ina to r

~~j{'----#YI~~MiA
PROBUS CLUB OP BENDlqO

A SPECIAL FUNCTION: ( Friday 4th February, 2005, 4.30pm)

A FILM SHOWING AT THE LATROBE UNIVERSITY LECTURE THEATRE - BENDIGO
Rob & Cynthia Watkins have again offered their services to provide for us another of their "spectacular film showings," a number

of which we have greatly enjoyed and been privileged to see over a period of many years in Air Conditioned comfort at the Latrobe

University venue.

C O ST : $3 .00 per person . M ax im um - ou r C lub a lloc tu ion : (80 ) -C u rren t (66) C ar Pa rk ing & En try to Thea tre : Entry from

Edwards Road. A relaxed and very interesting evening is assured. Vacancies (14) 'Don't miss-out"

Program:

•• 4.30pm Films: National Parks ofU.SA and Canada

•• 5.30pm B.Y.O. Picrtic Tea& Sociallse, (Tea,Coffee, Milk, Sugar& Paper Cups provided)

* * 7.00pm Films From Nice (French Riviera) to the Top of Norway& return.

•• 8.00pm D epa rt fo r hom e in day ligh t.

L IST : F u r ther book ings requ ired .. PAYM EN TS: D ue a t m eetingW ed . 19 th ]anua ry ,2005 .

PROBUS CLUB OF BENDIGO· GIPPSLAND TOUR:
Tues 3rd May to Thurs 5th May, 2005. (3 DayS/2Nights) Stayingin Morwell.
Maximum: (49), Cost based on Minimum of (35). Cost: $250 per person, Twin Share.If single room requested Single Supplement

$60). Includes: All coach Travel, Dinner, Bed, ContinentalBreakfast & Lunches, Some drinks, All Entrance Fees, Local Tour Guide

& Devonshire Tea on Day (3).

D ay 1: Tuesday 3 rd M ay 2005 . W e trave l v ia the P r inces H ighw ay, S lapa t B uny ip fo r M /T then 01110 C rite r ion H o te l a t T ra fa lga r

fo r a " Spec ia l L unch " w ith a C ook ing dem onstra tion w h ich youw ill en joy . W ille , ju ice , tea , co ffee inc luded . H ere w e m eetou r G u ide

Va l M u rphy and tou r the Po ta to fa rm ing a rea o f Tho rpda le w itha v is it to V a l's Garden w here w e taste her spec ia lity P o ta to Ice

C ream . F rom here on to M orw e ll w here w e stay fo r the nex t tw oflights.

D ay 2: W ednesday 4 th M ay. O u r firs t v is it is10 the h is to r ic go ld m in ing law n o f W a lha lla w here w e rake a Scenic R ide a ll the

G o ld fie lds Ra ilw ay T ra in th rough fe rn tree gu llies en joy ing the beau ty o f the bush and r ive r scenery . W e then en joy a P icnic lunch

a fte r w h ich w e con tinue {D u r ing the W a lha lla a rea . w ith a stopover il l E r ica . D inner ton igh t is a t M oe a fte r w h ich w e re tu rn to ou r

M o te l fo r a n igh t o f fun and gam es (o rgan ised by ou r gu ide Va l.)

D ay 3: Thu rsday 5 th M ay. A fte r a n ice b reak fast w e beg in ou r jou rneyhom ew ards. O u t firs t po r t o f ca ll to the beau tifu l ga rdens in

M onve ll a fte r w h ich w e trave l to M irboo N o rth and v is it the "Er inea " Lavender F a rm w here w e have a gu ided tou r o f the ga rdens,

d ry ing sheds and en joy Bever ley 's hom e m ade and g row n D evonsh ire tea . W e have a2 C ourse Lunch a t the M irboo N o rth H o te l.
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T im e perm itting w e w ill v is it the N a rracan W ater F a lls . Thenhom ew ard bound a rr iv ing Bend igo la te a fte rnoon ..

A fte r such an exce llen t C anberra T r ip the trave lle rs on tha ttr ip requested / o rgan ise aonmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA3 D ay/2 N igh t T r ip "su ited 10 the needs o f

ou r m a tu re age g roup " w ith ou r C oach C ap ta in ro be the popu la rand ca r ing N ev ille D ew hu rst. A s requested , N ev ille o rgan ised

th is tr ip and he w ill be ou r C oach C ap ta in .GFEDCBA
* * Th is w ill tr ip w ill be o f in te rest to a ll and conduc ted a t a le isu re ly pace .

* * A Book ing L is t: W ill be tab led a t m eeting W ed 19 th Janua ry , I seek you r suppo r t.

* * A positive response is desirab le to enab le a rrangem en ts to be finalised.

Tou rs O rgan iser A r thu r E a ton . F o r inqu ir ies te lephone:5443 9162

REPORT: On 5 Day/3 Night Canberra Trip Monday 21st to Friday 26th November, 2004 with

Bendigo Coachlines.
Day (1) Monday 21st November 2004: Thirty Seven Passengers comprising Members of Probus Club of Bendigo& their Partners together

with some from other Probus Clubs& friends of Probus, departed Bendigo on time at 7.30am Mon 21/11I04. Our Coach Captain was "our

friend to all" Neville Dewhurst.

The morning tea stop was at Stanhope and our Lunch Stop 11.45am - 12.45PM at North Albury B.P. then on to "The Dog on the Tuckerbox"

at Gundagia where Neville put on an Afternoon tea at own cost.On arrival at Canberra we drove up to Mt.Ainslea Lookout which overlooks

the City of Canberra, Neville very capably pointed out to thegroup the focal points of Canberra. We finally arrived at theHeritage

Hotel/Motel, our home for the week, at 6.15pm. Dinner was at 7.30pm, a Bistro Meal of Roast Beef, Vegetables and Sweets of very good

quality and in plentiful supply. Bedtime & end of Day (1)

Day (2) Thesday 22nd November: Breakfast at 7.30am in the Bistro in a relaxed manner, great variety and food in plentiful supply. We set

off at 8.45am in our Coach and Neville drove us through an extensive area where the many Embassies are situated, pointing out each in turn.

Our first visit today at 9.30am was to the Mint where our Australian Coins and Medals together with those of other selectedCountries are

made, there was much of interest to see. Many of the group "stamped for themselves" $1.00 Proof Coins - under strict supervision. At

I LOOam we were aboard the MV Southern Cross for a one hour cruise on Lake Burleigh Griffin during which the Skipper gave a

comprehensive, very interesting and detailed commentary of areas we passed. A lunch pack was provided, we had lunch in Commonwealth

Park beside the lake and close by the Carillon chimed. Lunch completed, we travelled to Cockington Green, a wonder to behold with its

excellent garden layout and many attractions which included a miniature recreation of an English Village, and most importantly one of

Central Deborah Mine in Bendigo. At 4pm we headed for the Motel, looking forward to and obtaining another most satisfyingBistro Meal.

Day (3) Wednesday 24th November: Following a hearty breakfast we were off at 8.45am for further sightseeing. Neville drove us to a

vantage point which overlooked the grounds of the Governor General's residence Yarralumla, after which were driven over the Dam Wall

which holds back the water in Lake Burley Griffin. We visitedParliament House from 9.30am to 1l.45am and were taken on a conducted

tour of both the House of Representatives and the Senate Chambers, a most impressive building comprising over 400 rooms.ext visit, a

Jewel in the Crown, to The Australian War Memorial a most impressive and solemn experience. The group had self guided tours, some

stayed 3 1/2 hrs, others who stayed for 2 hrs were taken in the Coach to Old Parliament House. At 4.00pm we visited the 'ational Canberra

Exhibition which tells the extraordinary story of Canberrafeaturing people, events, history and design which contributed to its development.

We had a conducted tour which included a video and laser lightshow. After boarding the coach we travelled to Black Mountain and visited

the Telstra Tower which stands 195 meters above the summit. We first viewed a video detailing its planning, building and application, after

we were taken in lifts to tile top for excellent 360 degree panoramic views of Canberra and surrounding countryside. Arrived back at Motel

6.30pm, for another excellent meal.

Day (4) Thursday 25th November: Our first visit to the High Court of Australialocated beside the Lake Burley Griffin, a unique structure

of modem design, a 40 metre concrete& glass building, the glazed area covers 4,000 square metres.Within tile complex there are three

Couttrooms of different sizes, each being distinctly different from the other in its layout ,decor, artwork and the purpose for which it is used.

Upon arrival at 9.45am we were shown a 16 minute video about the role of the High C O U l t and its seven Justices. After which we were

divided into two groups each with a guide and conducted in turn over No's: 1,2 & 3 Courtrooms, each of the guides gave excellent

commentaries on the courts, their purposes & functions ..

At Il.OOam we walked across to the adjacent Art Gallery, where we again divided into two groups each with a guide. and were given

conducted tours of this Modern Building and Gallery, there was a special exhibition of Kelly Gang paintings. A picnic lunch in

Commonwealth Park, then at 2.00pm a visit to: Screen Sound Archives of Australia which collects, preserves and shares the nations moving

image and recorded sound heritage. In the theatrette we wereshown 7 movie films of short duration, 1896 to 2000 ..

First, the silent B & W film of the 1896 Melbourne Cup, (the oldest surviving film footage), a 7 minute surviving section of a 1906 movie

film of the Kelly gang, a 1931 Film with Sound advertisement for Rinso. Of Television we viewed early Live to AirT V , blunders, Brian

Henderson's Bandstand, aT. Vlaunch for Paul Hogan, extracts from the first colour films, followed by a "Pocket History 6minute segment

of Sound & Film from 1896 to 2000 "why save our nature ." Additional time spent in the audio-visual section.

Day (5) Friday 26th November. After a hearty breakfast, we departed our Motel and Canberra at 7.30am. Our first stop was atGundagie

where we had our morning tea and visited Rusconi's Masterpiece in Marble, what a treat this was. Frank Rusconi commenced this work of

meticulous accuracy in 1910, it took 28 years to build and wascompleted in 1938. It comprises 20,948 marble pieces each hand cut and

polisbed, there are 20 varieties of marble all collected in N.S.W. It stands 1.1 metres high. Rusconi used a lathe constructed from an old

sewing machine, the tools used were ordinary mason's tools.Assembly made without the aid of drawings. * * * An excellent attraction not to

be missed. * . * From Gundagai we travelled along the Hume Highway through toNth. Albury B.P. where stopped for lunch. From Nth

Albury we travelled along the Hume Highway to Benalla bye pass road, across through Shepparton Mooroopna, Elmore and arrived safely

home in Bendigo at approximately 5.00pm.

Summary: An excellent trip all round, with a pleasant and friendly group, a nice motel, a variety of meals of very good quality with most

adequate servings - served at the bistro, many tours of greatvariety with an excellent Coach Captain Neville Dewhurst who was most

informative, considerate, co-operative and helpful at alltimes. Some persons on the trip said they had been to Canberraon a number

of occasions, but this was the first time they had really seenit. A tr ip o f g rea t va r ie ty and o f m uch in te rest to a ll.

Report prepared by: Arthur Eaton Trips Organiser.

4


