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A Bpecial General Meeting is held svery 3rd. Wednezday each
month at 1000 acm. at the Masohic Centre, Mclvor Boad.

411 correspondence Lo the Secretary, 49 Emmett Street, Golden
Squate, 35550

GUEST SPEAKER Teday, the Gusst Speaker is Ken Briggs, who
last February told us about Dartmouth Dam,. This time his subject
iz Owvercoming cyclone damage in Western Samoa.

LT our last mesting we celebrated the birthdays of two of
ourr members, both falling on the same date, January 7.
darald Griffiths was celebrating his &80th birthday and Cyril
Michelsen his 90th kirthday, cengratulations to both.

Our speaker in January, who wWas introduced by Alan Dingle,

— was Chief Superintendent Frank Fox. Had this been a ftelevision
production it would have been marked H for repeat, becauss
the Chief Inspector has spoken fo us previeously. In fact he
did not repeaf himself, but brought us up to date with police
mattars.

The Bendigo EPBolice Nistrict, &= now defined, has 255,000
irhabitants, and the annual budget is currently $22.71 million.
At the time of the previcus talk the head of Wictoria Police
was Chief Commigssioner Frame, now it is Chief Commissioner
Eompele; The new Chief has made 3 point of wiziting all podlice
diztricts in Victoria, taking the opportunity to speak to members
and generally seems to have earned Lhe approval of his staff.




The present ©State Government has Introduced the notion of
a Falice Board, conzisting aof the Chief Commissioner, a retired
Judge, a retired Naval Commander, =2nd a businesz man. Their
fupetbion is Lo be an adviscry body.

Another change which has occured 13 that the Director of
Peraonne]l haz atreamlined the procedure for transfers of pelice
aoffigers from one post Lo anpther, =speeding up the filling
of vacancies.

fcts atill to be proclaimed will extend the powers or rights
of officers. They may demand the name and address of a suspect
peraan. They have power Lo Lakse finger prints of suapecls.
With magisterial approval they can demand blood on body samples
o further their investigations.

The number of road accident deaths has dropped remarkably,”
e probably to =such innovaticons as the TAC advertisments on
vizion, and the introduction of "Booze Buses'.

is now recognised that police officers often suffer stress

2 & result of aspects of their worlk, attending the =acenss
of ?oad accidents for instance. Thiz is to be alleviated by
provision of counsclling.

& task which police undertzke, wiziting =chosls foe inform
children and gain their confidence has proved effective and
rewarding.

Bob Holmes thanked Chief Inspector Fox, and made the usual
presentation.

NOTICE OF MEETTNG Under Rule 23,1 Nominations for Candidates
for election as officers of the Associafion or g2 Qrdinary
Members of the Committee:-

(a) ghall be made in writing, signed by twoe members of
the Assoclation and be accompanied by the written consent: of _
the candidate (which may be endorsed on the form of nomination);
and

{b} 'shall be delivered to the Secrefary of the Associgtion
not. less than T davs before the date Tixed Tfor the holding
of Annual Gensral Meeting.

Wote - Preliminary advice of above wss given .in last menths
"Frobe!, together with approprizte nomination form; fuepther
coplies available rom Secretary.



Notice is hersby given az follows:-—

The Ninth Annual General Meeting of the Probus €lub of Bendigo
Tncorporated will Be beld on 16tk March 19294 2t 1000 a.-m:
at the Club's Meeling Venue.

AGENDA
1. Confirm minutes of preceding R.G.M.
24 tresidenits Repare
3. Conzideraticon of Financial GStatement pursuanf to Section
30 of the Assopciaticon’s Tncobporation fAct 19871.
.. Blection of O0fficer= - (a)] FPre=ident
(b} Wice = Bresident
{c] Tredsurer
{d)] Secretary
5. Election of T Committee Members
&. Determine fees/subscriptions for 1094/0h

fa) Slgdning Koo ol T S {Fresent $10.00)
) Annual SSihEcrl e el {Tresent $15.00)
e e T 0 o e | e e g S 3 o A (BPrezent $10.00)
(d) annual Nominee Fee....... .-x [Present § 5.00)

T. Appointment of Auditor
8. Cle=se of A.G.M:

Special General Meeting to follow closurc of the A.G.M.

Confirmetion of February Meeting Minutes
Reports

General Business

o Cllose

B W I R

Bob Chenery {Secretary)

NOTTCE OF MOTTON

It was proposed by KEN COLES and seconded by RUPERT REYNOLDS. ...
That they would meve to alter by-law 6&.01) at the next mesting
(February} as follows:

EXISTING:

"Under normal circumstances regular meetings (which under the
Acl are 3Special General Mestings) will be held at the Bendigo
Glub, Reception Avenue, PBendigo, commencing a8t 10.00 a.m. on
the third Wednesday of each month™.



FROPOSED. CHANGE TO:
"Inder normal circumaftances regular meetings (which undep the
Act are Special General Meeting) will be held at the Masonic
Centre, McIvor BReoad, Bendige, commencing at 10.00 a.m. on the
third Wednesday of each month".

Bob Chenery (Secretary)

TRIPS INFORMATION FOR FEBRUARY 1994

THURSDAY /FRTDAY MARCH 10TH/11TH 1994 - TRIP TO DENILIOUIN
BOONOKE . 2 Dayh skt Depart: 8.00 a.m. an Thuraday March
@ from Strath Community Gentre, Erook Stresh, The cost:

£69 per perscn (based on 40 minimum) and includez coach fare,
accommodation ({(twin share), all meals, morning and afternoen
tegz, entrance feea and local guide to act as host. (ltinerary
cdan be varied to suit apecific interests). Proposed to include:

Day 1 Thursday - To Deniliguin - Pepplin Heritage Centre, History
of Sheep Industry, Video, Exhibitions, Sheep Dog Display, School

of old - classroom re-enactment. Cther Peniliguin items of
interest. Evening meal at one of the Clubs. (Only time at Pokies).
Day 2 Friday - Deniliquin town tour and to Boonoke (F.S5,

Talkiner - MNews Ltd Sheep Stud] Co-incides with the big "Annual
Aiverina Merino Fisld Day", exhibition of Stud Ramz, view Boonoke

Homestead Gardens. Partake of a2 bush lunch, wvisit Cenargeo,
home: Friday 5.30 pim.

Maximum [(46] Current Bookings (42]). Vacancies exist - reguire
more bookings to fill and emergencies. *Open to friends of
Frobians. Payment must be finalised by February 16 meesting
please.

FRIDAY MARCH 18TH : COMBINED PROBUS CLUBS PICNIC AT HEPBURN
SPRINGS Assemble Hepburn Sprirgs at 11.00 a.m. — BYO Food,
Drink and Chalrs. Coach Cost is $5 per person. Maximum (49)
Current:. (51)k. Pepart Strath Community Cenktre at 10.00 a.m.
and arrive home apprex. 5.00 p.m. #¥¥For those taking own
Car a "Coach conducted tour of the Daylezaford-Hepburn Springs
area" = available at charge of $2-53 psr person. Payments
at February 16 meeting please.

TOESDAY APRTI. 26TH 1994 - TRIP TO TOOLANGI-CENTRAL HIGHLAND
FOREST The cost iz §2%5 per person. Depart at 7.30 a.m. from
Strath Community Centre, Crock Street.



Cur tour guide 15 Brian Garth, a [opmer Forest Ranger/Education
Officer with extensive knowledge of the Central Highland rain-
forest dreas.

We travel through Kilmere, Whittlesea, Kinglake areas to
the picturesgque forest hamlet of Toolangi. our first =stop
iz ab Arder, the Singing gardens of Poel £..J. Dennds, we s
here for a Devonshire Tea, recital and view the gardens.

During the remainder of the day we have much to discover
and learn eof forest and Limber management, biclogy of our native
planits and animals. We wizit Demby Timber Mill, stroll on
an =lavated board walk beside the Sylvia Creek and learn why
rain forests are unique. We have our B.B.Q. Lunch at the spec-
tacular Murrinbindi Cascades. lhen oni ko §Segl more of §his
beautiful rainforest.

The cost is $25 per person which ineludes ceach, admissions,
devonshire tea and B_B. 0. lunch. Payments at February 16th
meeting please. Maximum (49} Current (67T},

TRIP OF THE YEAR FOR 1994 - SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 18TH TO SATURDAY
SEFTEMBER 24TH 1994 - (7 Day/6 Nights) Based on Wagga (5) nights
and Canberra (1) night. Timed fto coincide with' the Canberra
Floriade Festival. The cost iz $420 per person which includes
coach fare, accommedation D.B.B., morning and afternocon Leas
and sntry fees.

Sunday: To Wagga, Monday: Tours Wapga area, Tuesday: to Canberra,

(0/night Canberra), Wednesday: Tours Canberra and return Eto
Wagza, Thursday: Tour to sither Temora or Cowra area?, Friday:
Tour to HNarrandera/Leeton, Saturday: Depart Wagsga [or home.

"A beauty - don't miss out". Maximm {(46) Current (50). Emer-
gencies required/open to friends.

Arthur Eaton
Tours Liaison.

TRIF REPORT

We had an enjoyable trip to Geelong on Tuesday February Tst.
The target was the Stage Coach Theatre; for the lunch time
shaow. After a plate of =oup and = basket lunch, during which
the pianist entertained us with some old favouritezs, we had
the show. The cast of four worked hard with songs, skekches,
recitatiens in a great show.



BOWLS REPORT

Bepdige East defeated Bendigo Probus 7T9-51. Bendigo and
Bigtrict Prebus Clubs' Bowls Championship will be held at The
Golden Sguare Bowls Club on Tuesday February 22nd at 10.30
a.m. Teams will be announced at the mesting today.

MEMBER PROFTLE - QUENTIN CLIFFORD BINKS3

The: Bendige District has been the ancestral heme of Ehe
Binks since the Gold Rush Days. On my fathers' side my Grand
Parents with their young family came Lo the Bendige diggings
in the early 1850's - they were recorded az residing on Paddy's
Gully [now Vine Street] with a doocumented death of a family
member in 1854, One: finds: 1t wery difficult. to even Iimagine
a young family of boys angd girls being raised under those
most primitive conditions - but they did! Grand Father James
Binks has bheen Pound to have later been a shoe maker at Raywood
in 186%. On. my mother's side - the Nixen Tamily came to the
Maldon Gold Fields - prebably in the 1860's, where they liwved
as Gold Miners. My Grand Father Nixen was employved as a Tunnel-
ler working on the tunhels for the Coliban channsl system and
much later in kthe finally asbandoned tunmnel designed £o carry
water from Goulburn Weir to Waranga PBasin. My father worked
for most of his working life in the HRochestor/Bushworth districts
and was employed as an Inspactor in the Water Commissior.

QUENTIN CLIFFECRD BINKS (Known as CLliff) was born in Rochestor
in £49.71.1922 = the only birth for that marriage. [ commenced
lif'e as an infant on an irrigation channel property at Bamawm,
commenced schooel at Maldon, then to Lockington, Rushworth State

—

and ‘then to Rushworth Higher Elementery. T completed my studies ~

-

at the Bendigo Schogl of Mines graduating with a Diploma of
Civil Engineering and also at =zeveral Schools of Military
Engineering in New South Wales in 1942,

With +the War gething evsr closer o Mastealira inm fga2, T

ceased my Diploma studies -~ commenced Engineering smployment
witha the Water Commizsion pricr to enlisting in the Army.
After completing the Militaey Schools T was posted bo an

Engineering Compary as Platoon Commander in New Guinea 1943-7944.



During thiz time I served in PFort Moresby , Buna/Dobadura/Poppon-
detta areas, Morcbe and Lae. [ was convalesced back Lo Australia
and posted to cne Engineering Base Depot at East Oakleigh where
I remained until dischargs in 1946,

However, prior to discharge I was able Lo convince a cerfain
young lady - also from the Bendigo area (Colbimabbin) that
marriage was for us, and so I was married £o Norma Hill in
A1l Sainls Cathedral Bendigeo on 19-1-19456 with our reception
upstairs in Favaloro's. We started off on our honeymoon as
passengers in an old Hopmeobile Taxi (only three taxis in Bendigo
at that time) - running in a mixture of Power Kero and Petrol
chtained by devious mearns. with Ration Ticketz. And with
the Best Man in the front seat getting a ride back Lo Melbourne
(he was the resident Engineer building ths Ordnance Factory
in Bendigo) . What a trip - &the smoke pouring out of the old
"heap" - we must have looked a szight pulling up at the Windsor.
It was illegal at that time for a2 taxi to travel further Scuth
than Castlemaine.

This marriage brought btogether Worma's ancestors who also
all had around 1860 as=zociation with the Bendigo/Caztlemaine
Gold Fields. Their families have so much early Bendigo History
that I am pleading with Norma to put pen to paper =0 that it
is all recorded. Norma's family connections are with Geo.
Lansell The Celbinabbin Homestead where Dame Nellie Melba lived
for a while, her Grand Father who after being one of the founders
of the Country Party because the Federal Member for the Echuca
area In the early 1920's and was minister for Transporf for
a number of years in the 1920's - those people all lived and
cperated their wvarious duties in this Bendigo: area. There
iz also some family connection with Henry Frencham - the finder
of pavable gold in the Bendige Gold Field in 1851 - but this

_gssociation reguires a lot more research.

After my discharge in 1946 I returned to the Bendigo Technical
College {(name had changed during the war) to complete my Civil
Engineering Diploma and then vreturnsed to the employment of
the then called State Rivers and Water Supply Commission.
I was posted to Shepparton as an fAszistant Engineer for eleven
years and it was there where our children Christine, [Rodney
and Lezly were born. Our oldest daughter Fauline had been
born while we were living in Bendigo.

Durirg my stay in Shepparton the Engineering world mostly
involved irrigation and drainage work - I eXperienced one of
the severest droughts and one of the worst fleods during this
period. All very good experience.



Following the death of my father and having 2 mother whose
health was rapidly failing, we "=3gld wp™ in Shepparton in
1850 and came to Bendigo where 1 was employed as an Executive
Engineer mostly working on Town Water Supply for Bendige and
ofher amurrounding Towns of the Coliban District. I remained
in this position until my retirvement in 1982.

Although both Norma and I have had serious health problems
we feel that we ‘have been blessed with  much fortune for we
have our children all din good health, all doing fairly well
in todays tough empleyment werld and we hawve 10 great, healthy,
grand children., We of course miss vEr’_',f much our eldest daughter
Pauline and her family who live in Dallas, Texas but we ftry
to see each other roughly in 13 year intervals.

In retirement we have revelled in experience owverssas Lravel
- mestly brought about to see our children and grand children.
We plan to refturn to USA later this year - #@lways woendering
if this will be the lazt time?

We recently spent two weeks in Darwih and loved thst part
of" fAustraiia which we had not previouzly visited - we were
amazed abt the number of overseas tourists neow flying direct
into that "€op end" of Australia.

For recrealion we both tried bowls for a couple of years
UL, decided’ tTo leave fhal activity LIl Jatier'. Both HNorms
and I have been members of the Eaglehawk Golf Club for over
20 years, I love getting oul with my metal detector in search
of old relics: (gold is too scarce and difficultl. We love
our: swimming, until recently we werpe very kpnew in ball room
dancing. I have sgpent = Ilgt of my retirement time engaged
in family resecarch for both MNorma's and my own Binks family
histery and have over recent years been very much involved
in researching and endeavouring to locate the wvery old in-
official , unrecorded buried grounds For which there are many
in and around the Bendigoc district. I am a member of the
Bendigo Gerieclogical Society, the Bendigo Friends of Céemetepies
and the Bendigo REL.

We know that changes will be inevitable as we get older
but in the meantime — pretired 1ife is great, especially attend-
ing Prebuz where T have been a member of Bendigo Probus since
its foundation.

—



